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Sunny and Warm 
 

Six days were suitable for fieldwork during the week ending August 16, 

according to the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office. Precipitation 

varied from 0.11 inches in the southeast Lower Peninsula to 1.16 inches 

in the northeast Lower Peninsula. Average temperatures ranged from 6 

degrees above normal in the western and eastern Upper Peninsula to 4 

degrees above normal in the west central, east central, southwest, and 

south central Lower Peninsula. Rain showers throughout the week 

boosted moisture levels in the soil. Crops progressed well this week 

with the warmer temperatures and rain. Things were looking better 

despite the cool temperatures experienced in early summer. A grower in 

the east central Lower Peninsula commented, “We finally are getting 

the warmer weather we need. I hope we can still catch up. The good 

rain we received last weekend put all crops in very good position for a 

good finish if we don’t run out of time.” Another grower in the central 

Lower Peninsula commented, “The bountiful rains of one week ago 
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 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's Cooperative Extension Service, 

Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2

 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative from April 1. 
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